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but if I should unfortunately bore you pray tell
me so." The King, who was an adroit cross-
examiner, wished to ascertain the young lady's
age, which she had no intention of divulging.
" You have already said you were born at------/*
said the Monarch. " May I ask in what year ? "
" You * bore5 me, sir ! " was the smiling reply,
and His Majesty, taking the checkmate in the
greatest good humour, diverted the conversation
into a less embarrassing channel. The particular
form of esprit most appreciated by the King was,
I imagine, that embodied in the cynically-amusing
saying of Harriet Lady Ashburton : " If I weje
to begin life again I would go on the turf to get
friends. They seem to me the only people who
really hold close together. I don't know why;
it may be that each knows something that might
hang the other, but the effect is delightful and
most peculiar."
Similarly Lady Waldegrave's incisive dicta
on card-sharping could not fail to have found a
responsive echo when they came to the "King's
knowledge: " One can pardon a man almost
anything save cheating at cards. In most cases,
when a man decides on committing a crime he
is inspired with some of the dare-devil bravery
which is bred of despair, and is ready to risk his
neck or his liberty; whereas when a man cheats
at cards he robs -bis friends, and is weU aware that
he will never be prosecuted, exile and ostracism
being the worst penalties he has any reason to
fear." With this kind of esprit many other